IN THE CLAIMS 



1. (currently amended) A video telecommunication system comprising: 
a plurality of video transmission apparatus apparatuses, each of which is provided 
with a camera, 

a video reception apparatus placed in a single supervisory center and provided 
with a monitor for receiving and displaying video information sent from the cani^ra each 
of the plurality of cameras , and 
if a network over which each of the plurality of the video transmission apparatus 

apparatuses and th e is connected to the video reception apparatus are conn e ct e d, and^ 
wherein said video telecommunication system fixrther comjmses 

a video information describing unit for sending a switch command for th e cam e ra 
one of the plurality of cameras to the plurality oz video transmission apparatus 
a pparatuses , simultaneously sending chara^ier information describing the video 
information of the camera in accord^ace with the switch command, and making the 
monitor display the video information and the character information. 



/ 



2. (currently amended) A video telecommunication system as set forth in claim 
1, wherein said video information describing unit sends said switch command via the 
network to the ^lurality of video transmission apparatus apparatuses and sends the 
character information via a control line to the video reception apparatus. 



3. (currently amended) A video telecommunication system as set forth in claim 
wherein the video information describing unit sends both the switch command and the 
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character information via the network to the plurality of video transmission apparatus 
apparatuses which extracts the character information therefrom and multiplexes the 
extracted character information and the video information sends the same to the video 
reception apparatus. / 

4. (currently amended) A vid e o transmission apparatus used in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: a plurality of video transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera, a video reception appatmis placed in a single 
supervisory center and provided with a monitor for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the each camera, and a netw^k conn e cting th e cam e ra and monitor 
over which each of the plurality of video transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , fiirther comprising: 

a character information combining unit for receiving both a switch command and 
character information from a video information describing unit which sends the switch 
command for th e cam e ra one of>me plurality of cameras , simultaneously sends character 
information describing the v^eo information of the camera in accordance with the switch 
command, and makes tho^onitor display the video information and the character 
information, and for i^mbining the character information extracted from there with the 
video informatioi/ 3f the camera and outputting the result to the monitor side. 

5, (original) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in claim 4, wherein said 
character information combining unit inserts the combined video information and 
character information together in a data frame and outputs the result to the monitor side.. 



3 




6. (original) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in claim 5, wh^in the 
data frame is a data frame formed based on the MPEG and holds the video ii;formation 
and character information in a user data region of the data frame. 



7. (original) A video transmission apparatus as set fortta^n claim 5, wherein the 
data frame is a data frame formed based on the MPEG an^Hiolds the character 
information in a private data region of the data frame 



8. (currently amended) A vid e o tmnsmission apparatus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g/a plurality of video transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camer^ a video reception apparatus placed in a single 
supervisory center and provide/ with a monitor for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from ^ e6ch camera, and a network conn e cting th e camera and monitor 
over which each of the j51urality of video transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , fiirther comprising: 

a video/imaracter information muUiplexing unit for receiving a switch command 
and its charafcter information from a video information describing unit which sends the 
switch command for th e cam e ra one of the plurality of cameras , simultaneously sends 
chara^er information describing the video information of the camera in accordance with 

switch command, and makes the monitor display the video information and the 
cliaracter information, and for multiplexing the character information extracted from 
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there with the video information of the camera and outputting the result to the mqriitor 
side and 

a character information setting unit for inputting the character in^Aation to the 
character/video muUiplexing imit in synchronization so that the switched video 
information and character information come together. 




9. (currently amended) A vid e o transmission appuratus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: a plurality of^ideo transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera, a video recey^n apparatus placed in a single 
supervisory center and provided with a moniror for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the each cameraymid a network conn e cting th e cam e ra and monitor 
over which each of the plurality of ^ideo transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , furtfefer comprising: 

a character information transmitting unit for receiving through a video path and 
switch control path onmQ network a switch command and character information from a 
video information (fescribing unit which sends the switch command for th e cam e ra one of 
the plurality of^cameras , simultaneously sends character information describing the video 
information^f the camera in accordance with the switch command, and makes the 
monitOL/aisplay the video information and the character information, and for outputting 
the ctiaracter information extracted from the switch control path, separate from the video 
information of the camera, through the switch control path, to the monitor side. 
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10. (original) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in claim 4, further 
comprising a character information alteration xmit for altering the character information 
received from the video information describing unit to character informatiop^imique to 
the camera side. 

11. (original) A vid e o transmission apparatus us e d in a v^eo telecommunication 
system comprisin g: a plurality of video transmission apparatuses each of which is 
provided with a camera, a video reception apparatus plac^ in a single supervisory center 
and provided with a monitor for receiving and displaying video information sent from the 
each camera, and a network conn e cting th e cam e r/and monitor over which each of the 
plurality of video transmission apparatuses is yonnected to the video reception apparatus . 
ftirther comprising: 

a display combining unit for recj^ving a switch command and character 
information from a video information describing unit which sends the switch command 
for th e cam e ra one of the plurality of cameras , simultaneously sends character 
information describing the v^eo information of the camera in accordance with the switch 
command, and makes themionitor display the video information and the character 
information, and for c/mbining the character information extracted from there with the 
video information 9/1 the camera by a signal format able to be displayed as it is on the 
monitor. 

12. (original) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in claim 11, wherein the 
display combining unit is comprised of a superimpose generator. 
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13, (currently amended) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in cl^im 4, 
further comprising a condition notifying unit for notifying the monitor side of condition 
information expressing the working condition of the each camera. 



14. (original) A video transmission apparatus as set forth in cmim 13, wherein the 
information from the condition notifying unit is input to the char^ter information 
combining unit. 

15. (currently amended) A vid e o transmission apparatus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: a plurality of video transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera, a videckreception apparatus placed in a single 
supervisor/ center and provided with a/monitor for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the each canrfera, and a network connecting th e cam e ra and monitor 
over which each of the plurali^ of video transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus/further comprising: 

a decoding unn for converting video information sent from th e cam e ra the 
plurality of camer^ to analog video information, 

a charapter information converting unit for receiving a switch command from a 
video information describing unit which sends the switch command for th e cam e ra one of 
the pluraKtv of cameras , simultaneously sends character information describing the video 
information of the camera in accordance with the switch command, and makes the 
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monitor display the video information and the character information, and for converting 
a digital code forming the character information to analog character information, .and 



a display combining unit for combining the character information from the 
character information converting unit with the video information from the^ecoding unit 
and outputting the result to the monitor. / 

16. (original) A video reception apparatus as set fo^n in claim 15, wherein the 
display combining unit is comprised of a superimpose/generator. 

17. (currently amended) A vid e o tnmsmission apparatus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: ^pluralitv of video transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera /a video reception apparatus placed in a single 
supervisorv center and provided^ ith a monitor for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the e^h camera, and a network conn e cting th e cam e ra and monitor 
over which each of the pruralitv of video transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , fiirther comprising: 

a character information separating unit for receiving once at the camera side 
character infomiation from a video information describing unit which sends a switch 
command ior th e cam e ra one of the pluralitv of cameras , simultaneously sends character 
information describing the video information of the camera in accordance with the 
switon command, and makes the monitor display the video information and the character 
information, and for receiving the character information together with the video 
iilformation of the camera side, then separating it and 
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a decoding unit for converting the received video information to analog vidfeo 
information and 

combining the character information from the character information^eparating 
unit with the video information from the decoding unit and outputting th^esult to the 
monitor. 



18. (currently amended) A vid e o transmission apparatus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: a plurality of videc/transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera, a video reception Apparatus placed in a single 
supervisory center and provided with a monitor for receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the each camera, and a^ietwork conn e cting the camera and monitor 
over which each of the plurality of video >transmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , fiirther cminprising: 

a character/video separatiiig unit for receiving once at the camera side character 
information from a video infonnation describing unit which sends a switch command for 
th e cam e ra one of the plmlity of cameras , simultaneously sends character information 
describing the video i^ormation of the camera in accordance with the switch command, 
and makes the mcwntor display the video information and the character information, and 
for receiving the video information and the character information from the camera side, 
then separating the character information, 

a decoding unit for converting video information from the character/video 
separating unit to analog video information, and 
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a display combining unit for combining the character information from the 
character/video separating unit with the video information from the decoding unit and 
outputting the result to the monitor. 

19. (original) A video reception apparatus as set forth in claim/18, wherein the 
display combining unit is comprised of a superimpose generator. 



20. (currently amended) A vid e o transmission apparatus us e d in a video 
telecommunication system comprisin g: a plurality of vmeo transmission apparatuses each 
of which is provided with a camera, a video receptign apparatus placed in a single 
supervisory center and provided with a monitor^r receiving and displaying video 
information sent from the each camera, an(La network conn e cting th e cam e ra and monitor 
over which each of the pluralitv of videoaransmission apparatuses is connected to the 
video reception apparatus , fiirther c^prising: 

a character information receiver unit for receiving, through a switch control path 
on the network, character infcmiation from a video information describing unit which 
sends a switch command flor the cam e ra one of the pluralitv of cameras , simultaneously 
sends character information describing the video information of the camera in accordance 
with the switch conmiand, and makes the monitor display the video information and the 
character infonmtion, 

a deco/aing xmit for converting the video information received through the video 
path on th/network to analog video information, and 
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a display combining unit for combining the character information from^the 
character information receiver unit with the video information from the d^e^ng unit and 
outputting the result to the monitor. 

21. (original) A video reception apparatus as setfdfth in claim 17, further 
comprising a character information alteration unkior altering the received character 
information to character information uniqu^o the monitor side. 



22, (original) A vjd€o reception apparatus as set forth in claim 18, ftirther 
comprising a charapt^ information alteration unit for altering the received character 
information tpxharacter information imique to the monitor side. 
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